-

nierpretive l)nve

Located 25 miles south of Salem on Highway 19
(one mile south of Round Spring) |




This brochure bighlights the values of Missouri
Jorests and two particularly noteworthy areas. The
Virgin Pine Walk is an opportunity to experience
one of only a few remmant forests of native, uncut
shortleaf pine. Here you will walk through
Missouri’s Hall of Giants. Using this booklet and the
several stops along the way, you will see how this
Jforest grows and changes through time.

Our Forest Interpretive Drive extends for two miles
through Pioneer Forest, explaining as you drive
how our method of selectively cutting trees
maintains mature trees and continuously-forested
landscapes in the Ozarks.

Credits:
All photographs are by Bob Gestel.

The illustration on page 5 is by Richard Guyette and is reprinted from the
“Natural Areas Journal,” (Jan. 1990) with permission. i

The illustrations from page 7 are by Charles Edward Faxon and Mary W. Gill i

from “Manual of Trees” (1961) and are reprinted with permission from Dover
Publications, Inc.
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The forest bere is an original;
this is one of Missouri’s oldest
“pineries,” or natural old-growth
pine forests: '

It is from places such as these—
‘areas containing old, native
Ozark trees—where we learn so
much about the natural bistory
of Missouri’s forests and about
how well the trees have grown.

We encourage you lo lake the
short walk—our loop trail will
take approximately 20 minutes.
This booklet will assist you in
learning more aboul this area.

FOOTNOTE: In 1996 the L-A-D
Foundation purchased 41.4
acres of the Virgin Pine from the
Missouri Department of
Transportation, leaving a 50-foot
*highway right-of-way. Today
these two organizations share
responsibility for the future
protection of this forest of
shortleaf pine.giants.

STATION— A. Attheturnof - |
the 20th century our Ozark v
forests began to be cut |
commercially for the first time.

Shortleaf pine was highly

desirable, and was prized for its

lumber when cutting was at its

peak in Missouri.

It has been estimated that
sﬁortleaf'pine extended across
4.2 million acres of the Missouri
Ozarks at one time. Forests
dominated by pine such as you
see here are no longer common,
and certainly “pineries” several
hundred years old are rare.

Industrial-scale cutting of
Missouri’s forests began in the
late 1800’s. By 1940, the Missouri
State Highway Department had
purchased this forest in order to
preserve it for the future. Among
travelers in Missouri, this pine
forest has been a widely-recognized
scenic corridor, extending for
one-mile along Highway 19.

Further down the trail you may

notice several pine stumps on

your right, on the uphill side of

the trail. Around 1985 a strong
windstorm swept up this hillside

and toppled several of the

weakest trees. A few trees were

lost to the storm although most
remained unharmed. .

Generally the taproot of shortleaf
pine makes this species resistant
to blowdown. The deep taproot
and the pine tree’s relatively
NArrow Crown are two
characteristics that render it quite
adaptable and prolific throughout
its natural range.

StATION— B. Asyou walk
through these giants, note the
individual tree height and size.
While we cannot physically
measure the actual height of
these trees, we estimate the
canopy of this forest (distance
from the ground to the treetop)
to be 75 to 100 feet high. Most of
the canopy trees here exceed 30
inches in diameter.

As you continue your walk
through this forest you will notice
several distinctive ways these
pine trees change as they grow
older:






